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HOW TO USE CTN DATASHARE 
datashare.nida.nih.gov 



How to Use CTN Datashare 
 Analysis of only one study  

 Read protocol carefully to identify assessments 
conducted and any issues with data collection 

 Examine annotated case report forms (CRFs) 
 Used to determine data set name and “domain” for 

CDISC data 
 Defines data set and variable names for CRF-

based data 
 Review de-identification document to determine if any 

variables of interest have been re-coded or deleted 
 Read primary manuscript which is available from CTN 

Dissemination Library: ctndisseminationlibrary.org 
 



How to Use Datashare (cont’d) 
 Analysis of more than one study 

 Read each individual protocol carefully to: 
 Identify study populations and any subsets that 

may be of interest for your intended research 
question 

 Determine how data can be analyzed – e.g., 
longitudinal data may require using study day not 
visit numbers 

 Review annotated CRFs and data dictionaries: 
 Data set, domain and variable names 
 Identify common data elements – i.e., data points 

which are collected similarly across protocols 

 



How to Use Datashare (cont’d) 

 Analysis of more than one study (cont’d) 
 Review de-identification document for each 

study 
 Read all primary outcome papers 
 

 Assessment tab 
 Can identify assessments of interest and 

associated protocols 
 Obtain listing of assessments for any protocol 

 



DEMONSTRATION 





Assessments Tab 



Assessments Tab 













Ready to Download Data 
1. Choose a data structure (if available) 

 CDISC (FDA format – long and narrow) 
 One row per question 
 Variable name/question described in one or more 

columns 
 All values/answers in one column 
 Minimizes amount of merging 

 CRF-based (wide) 
 Each CRF is a separate data set 
 Each question/variable is a separate column 
 May requires merging of a substantial number of 

data sets 





CDISC SAS File (CTN-0009) 





CRF-based SAS File (CTN-0052) 



Ready to Download Data 
(cont’d) 

 Choose format of data files (if available) 
 ASCII 

 Text only 
 Can be read into Excel, SPSS, SAS, Stata etc. 

 SAS 
 Actually SAS transport files (.xpt) 
 Code for reading into SAS: 

libname xptlib xport ‘Location\dm.xpt'; 
libname saslib ‘Location'; 
proc copy inlib=xptlib outlib=saslib; 
run; 

 



User Agreement Highlights 
 Not to use the received data, either alone or in conjunction with 

any other information, in any effort whatsoever to establish 
identities of any of the subjects from whom the data were 
obtained 

 Acknowledge the CTN database and the specific trials accessed 
in all presentations/publications: “The information reported here 
results from secondary analyses of data from clinical trials 
conducted as part of the National Drug Abuse Treatment 
Clinical Trials Network (CTN) sponsored by National Institute on 
Drug Abuse (NIDA). Specifically, data from CTN-XXXX (actual 
protocol number and title) were included. CTN databases and 
information are available at http://datashare.nida.nih.gov ” 

 Inform the CCTN Data Manager when research paper(s) that 
include the use of CTN data, is (are) accepted for publication. 



Download Data 

 After providing your information and agreeing 
to terms of use click on “Download Data” 

 Unzip files 
 
 

ANALYZE away!!! 
 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



Recommendations 
 Pay special attention to CDISC data 

 “Epoch” and “Visit Name” usually must be 
combined or use study day 

 “Domain” is defined on CRFs 
 Raw data 

 Outliers 
 Note how missing data is coded 

 Be very careful when merging data sets 
 Be mindful of statistical issues with secondary 

analyses and their interpretation 
 



Upcoming Presentation of 
Datashare Analyses 
 Eating Disorders 
 Monday 7-9pm Ballroom C 
 Presents analysis of body weight longitudinally from 

four studies downloaded from Datashare 
 





 
Thank You 

& 
Good Luck!!! 
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