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SAMHSA Efforts to Enhance Emergency 
Department Care for Opioid Use Disorder 



• SAMHSA grants, programs, policies and publications augment 
Emergency Department (ED) programs and practice.
– The State Opioid Response (SOR) grants
– Discretionary grants
– Recent revisions to the Buprenorphine Practice Guidelines 
– Publications freely available in the SAMHSA Store
– The SAMHSA Treatment Locator 
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Overview



• Specialty programs such as emergency departments or urgent care centers 
may qualify for dedicated SOR support
– As a result of SOR funding, states such as California, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New 

York and Utah, have integrated comprehensive treatment services in their EDs
– These states act as models for innovation 
– Programs such as The California Bridge Program, Utah Bridge Program, and systems of care 

found in Kentucky employ comprehensive, evidence-based programs that:
• Initiate buprenorphine to manage opioid withdrawal, alongside transitional treatment services
• Provide linkage to an appropriate level of care while admitted and on discharge
• Provide peer support to facilitate engagement and retention
• Use inpatient consultation services as needed

– Programs, such as those found in New York, partner with local public health agencies to 
strengthen community linkage, while also promoting education as a means of overcoming 
stigma

– Montana is currently engaging key stakeholders to determine how MOUD services can be 
best provided to those in need
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State Opioid Response (SOR) Grants



• SAMHSA’s discretionary grants also promote integrated care, 
starting at the point of first contact
– The MAT-PDOA grant seeks to build funding mechanisms and service delivery 

models with rural and resource limited counties and municipalities, as well as 
organizations such as hospitals and emergency departments, in order to 
provide a robust suite of treatment and recovery support services that 
effectively identify, engage, and retain individuals in MOUD and facilitate 
long-term recovery.

– The Provider’s Clinical Support System provides on-going support and 
education to MOUD prescribers.
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Discretionary Grants



• In late April 2021, SAMHSA announced an exception to 
the training and certification of counseling requirements 
under the Notification of Intent (NOI) to prescribe 
buprenorphine:
– Providers who wish to treat up to 30 patients can submit an NOI without undertaking 

training requirements or certifying to an ability to refer to counseling
– The exception applies to all providers with a state license and DEA registration
– Time spent practicing under this exception does not qualify the provider for 

subsequent increases in their treatment cap
– Should the provider wish to increase their treatment cap, a new NOI with evidence of 

relevant training and certification to counseling activities must be submitted 
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Revisions To The Buprenorphine Practice Guidelines



• The SAMHSA Store (https://store.samhsa.gov/) contains freely 
available evidence-based practice guides
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Promoting Evidence Based Treatment 

https://store.samhsa.gov/


• Local referral sites can be found using the SAMHSA Treatment 
Locator (https://www.samhsa.gov/find-treatment)
– Provides the location of:

• Substance Use Treatment Programs
• Behavioral Health Treatment/Providers
• Buprenorphine Prescribers 
• Opioid Treatment Programs
• Treatment for Early Serious Mental Illness 
• As well as resources for various crisis lines 
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The Treatment Locator

https://www.samhsa.gov/find-treatment


SAMHSA’s mission is to reduce the impact of substance abuse and mental illness on America’s 
communities.

www.samhsa.gov
1-877-SAMHSA-7 (1-877-726-4727) ● 1-800-487-4889 (TDD)

SAMHSA’s mission is to reduce the impact of substance abuse and mental illness on America’s 
communities.

www.samhsa.gov
1-877-SAMHSA-7 (1-877-726-4727) ● 1-800-487-4889 (TDD)

1-877-SAMHSA-7 (1-877-726-4727) | 1-800-487-4889 (TTY) 
www.samhsa.gov | @samhsagov
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Advancing Evidence-Based Practice

Thank you!
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