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NIDA CTN ED Research Topics Summary

• Implementation of ED initiated buprenorphine programs
• Effectiveness of XR buprenorphine
• Impact of peer recovery specialist support 
• Observational research on safety of higher buprenorphine dosing
• Data Science/improving capacity for ED EHR research
• Survey and EHR analysis of COVID-19 impact on patients with OUD

CCTN Scientific Officers: Udi Ghitza, Kristen Huntley, David Liu, Yanping Liu



5 Projects & 4 Numbered Ancillary Studies: 

CTN 0069: Opioid Use Disorder in the Emergency Department (ED HEALTH). 
0069-A1: Retrospective Hi Dose/Low Dose
0069-A2: COVID Supplement

CTN 0079: Emergency Department Connection to Care with Buprenorphine for Opioid Use Disorder 
(ED-CONNECT)

0079-A1: Emergency Department Outcomes for Patients with Opioid Use Disorder (Project 
ACT) (HEAL)

CTN 0081: (ASPE/PCORTF funded) Emergency Medicine Opioid Data Infrastructure: Key Venue to 
Address Opioid Morbidity and Mortality (Project CODE PRO – Capturing Opioid Use Disorder 
Electronically and Patient Reported Outcomes)
CTN 0099: (HEAL) ED-INNOVATION - Pragmatic Randomized Clinical Trial - Hybrid Implementation-
Effectiveness Design - comparing XR-BUP and SL BUP in 2000 patients 

CTN 0099-A1: COVID EHR Analysis
CTN 0107: (HEAL) Peer Recovery Support: A Bridge to Treatment for Overdose Survivors

NIDA CTN ED Studies



UG3DA047003-03: EMBED: Pragmatic Trial of User-Centered Clinical Decision Support to Implement Emergency Department-
Initiated Buprenorphine for Opioid Use Disorder (Melnick)

UG3DA050173-02: Optimized Interventions to Prevent Opioid Use Disorder Among Adolescents and Young Adults in the 
Emergency Department (Walton)

R01DA048009-01A1S1: Predicting medical consequences of novel fentanyl analog overdose using the Toxicology Investigators 
Consortium (TOXIC) (Manini) 

R34DA045712-03: Harnessing Social Media to Reduce Cannabis Use Among Adolescents and Emerging Adults in an Urban 
Emergency Department (Bonar)

1R33DA049265-02: Measuring Improvement in the Quality of ED-Initiated Treatment for OUD Using Observation (McCormack) 

R33DA045850-04: Project POINT: Effectiveness and Scalability of an Overdose Survivor Intervention (McGuire)

R33DA045774-03: Recovery Initiation and Management after OD (RIMO) Experiment (Scott)

R21DA048086-02: Paramedic-Administered Buprenorphine as a Bridge to Medication-Assisted Treatment (Waller)

R21DA049859-02: Effectiveness of Bridge Clinic Following Emergency Department-Initiated intervention for OUD (Mackey)

Highlighted NIDA ED Studies 



ED-Initiated Buprenorphine Resources

ACEP E-QUAL Network 
Opioid Initiative

NIDA Website Resources:
Initiating Buprenorphine 

Treatment in the Emergency 
Department



• Resources for clinicians and health systems are available and momentum 
in the EM community to implement MOUD programs

• XR formulations and increasing access to care in communities & via 
telehealth 

• COVID-19 
• Limited information about patient attitudes toward MOUD and how to 

engage patients in the ED
• Low naloxone distribution rates
• Gaps in knowledge about best practices, protocols 
• Need for greater implementation and adoption

Progress is a Process  



• Highlight promising research and practices
• Describe current uptake and status of efforts to implement ED-

initiated buprenorphine programs
• Facilitate connections, share information
• Identify additional research, dissemination, and 

implementation efforts needed for large scale-up of evidence-
based practices

Goals of Meeting  
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