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CReDO – San Diego

Community Response to Drug Overdoses
Linking the 3 Ps

 Public Health
 Public Safety
 Prevention

To Save Lives PPP
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CReDO – Community Response to Drug Overdose

Surveillance

Hospital Fentanyl Testing

Contact Tracing

Best Practice Standard
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CReDO – Monthly Surveillance

Monthly Surveillance

 ME data
 San Diego Sherriff Data
 EMS Naloxone Data
 ODMAP
 Team 10 Data
 Case discussion

PPP
Examples:
• Pediatric Overdose
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Emergency Department Surveillance

The EDDS program operates at the 
Center for Substance Abuse 

Research (CESAR) at the University 
of Maryland, College Park

Hospital Reaction
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Emergency Department Surveillance

Mental 
Health

Drug 
Poisoning

ED Psychiatric Boarding Treatment

Hypothesis:
• 50% BHU admission/ 

transfer + THC
• Average Meth 

Detoxification time
• >50% ED holds + drugs
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Fentanyl Testing Currently Availability

Fentanyl immunoassay drug testing is available in real time 
(within 1 hour) 

• Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that does not detected as part of an 
opioid panel.

• Detection requires a separate test and reagent. 
• All standard chemical analyzes can utilize fentanyl immunoassay 

reagents

Fentanyl immunoassay drug test can be sent out with results 
available in a few days

There are no FDA 510(k) cleared point of care rapid urine strip test 
for fentanyl that is part of a multi-drug panel.

San Diego sent a letter to FDA requesting emergent use of such test
X X

Case Example:  14-year-old with presumed fentanyl
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Fentanyl Testing as Standard of Care

4

15

August 2020 June 2021

Number of Hospitals with Real Time Fentanyl Testing 

Alvarado
El Centro
Kaiser San Diego
Kaiser Zion 
Navy Camp Pendelton
Navy Balboa
Palomar Health - Escondido
Palomar Health - Poway
Paradise Valley
Pioneer
Rady Children
Scripps Encinitas
Scripps Green 
Scripps La Jolla
Scripps Mercy - CV
Scripps Mercy - SD
Sharp - CV
Sharp - Coronado
Sharp- Grossmont
Sharp - Memorial
UC Health - La Jolla
UCSD- Hillcrest
Tri-City
VA - Health

 15 out of 24 Hospitals test for Fentanyl

 Increase from 17% (4)  to 62.5% (15)  in 10 months
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How a positive Fentanyl Test can save lives

1. Warn a provider

2.Warn a patient/ friends

3. Rx for naloxone
• For the patient
• For friends & loved ones

4.Connect to treatment / 
motivation to change

5. Assist outpatient provider



Roneet Lev, MD

Infectious Disease Model for Drugs

Shigella Spice
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Contact Tracings for Overdoses
RCA – Root Cause Analysis

Overdose 
Case

Remove 
Drug

Harm 
Reduction Treatment Education

Screen for 
Prevention

Examples:
• John Doe intubated after 

overdose of blue pills
• Girls found down and 

won’t leave hookah bar
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CReDO – Voluntary Standard for Overdose 
Response 
National Voluntary Standards to Response to Overdose Clusters

Example of National Voluntary Standard
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