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Medication for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) and Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) Rights Transcript

My name is Erika. I'm the proud mother of four beautiful boys. I'm a full-time mother, full-time
employee, and full-time spouse. And | also have opioid use disorder, or OUD. | take
buprenorphine to treat my OUD, prescribed to me by my doctor for many years. | was
incarcerated during my second pregnancy. | wasn't aware at the time that my MOUD treatment
or my medication for opioid use disorder was covered and protected under the Americans with
Disabilities Act, or the ADA. Unfortunately, | had to agree to stop taking my MOUD during my
incarceration. As a result, | ultimately went into withdrawal and lost my son to stillbirth at 8
months after my involuntary withdrawal from my MOUD treatment. Now that | know so much
more, it is my mission to tell other women the things that | did not know. Others with OUD
need to know their right to seek and continue MOUD treatment. It is illegal to force you to stop
or switch your MOUD. And this applies to prisons and jails, drug courts and probation offices, or
family courts. Employers cannot refuse to hire you simply because you are on MOUD without
assessing you for the job description first. Know your rights. You can report an ADA violation to
the Legal Action Center, the Assistant US Attorney in your district, or the federal government.

This resource was funded in part with federal funds from the National Institute on Drug Abuse, Center for the Clinical Trials Network Dissemination

Initiative (contract #75N95020C00028RFP). The content was developed by experts and researchers and does not necessarily reflect the official position

of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, National Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Services; nor does mention of trade names,
commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government. This information should not be considered a substitute for legal
counsel or individualized patient care and treatment decisions.
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