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• Crime and drug use are almost inexorably linked 

• About 80 percent of people who are arrested and 
placed in prison abuse either drugs or alcohol

• Of those who are in prison, about half are clinically 
addicted to one substance or another
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National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence. (n.d.). Drugs and crime. 
https://www.ncadd.org/about-addiction/addiction-update/alcohol-drugs-and-
crime?highlight=WyJkcnVncyIsImRydWdzJyIsImNyaW1lIl0=. Accessed April 29, 2019.
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Inclusion of incarcerated 
participants in clinical research

BACKGROUND

Studies suggest that treatment, not incarceration, 
tends to break the cycle of addiction for some people, 

and that might really bring about the community 
healing people are looking for
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American Psychological Association. (n.d.). Inmate drug abuse treatment slows prison’s 
revolving door. https://www.apa.org/research/action/aftercare. Accessed April 29, 2019.
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• Trials on substance abuse treatment like those 
conducted by the National Drug Abuse 
Treatment Clinical Trials Network (CTN), 
have an increased likelihood of encountering 
prisoners during the course of the study

• Appropriate IRB and OHRP approvals allow 
participants who become incarcerated to remain 
engaged in a study, which:

o Preserves data integrity
o Avoids potential bias
o Reduces site and participant burden
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Thanks for your participation.
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